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[ntroduction

There are many ways to write a ﬂve—porogroph essay. Consider this: There are four
domains of writing. Also, within these four domains of writing there are sub—domains such as
prob|em/so|uTion, persuosive, letter wriTing, persono| narrative, biogrophy, ou’robiogrophy, cause and
effect.. | could go on and on. In addition to this, every person has his or her own distinct style of
WriTing. With all of these factors to consider, it's no wonder that so many students sTru99|e with

essay wrifing.

Don’t let all of this intimidate you. This book is going to show you how to teach the five-
porogroph essay using one simp|e essay format. From this basic format, you will discover that
adjusting it o it the different domains of writing is very simple. More importantly, your students

will feel confident in their ability to write in any situation.

ONE SIMPLE FORMAT

This book is going fo take you by the hand and show you B
how to teach the basic ﬂve—porogroph essay using one standard ,1 ’
format. Fo||owin9 these easy steps, your students will achieve . L
mastery of the five-paragraph essay and be prepared for ANY y)

P
c

fimed test you, your disTricT, your state, or co||e9e throws at them. -

BELLS AND VWHISTLES

vy Everyone likes the machine with extra bells and whistles. This book will also

\_i - show your students how to add the “bells and whistles” to their five porogroph essays.
Once they've mastered the basic format of the ﬂve—porogroph essay, they will
learn imporTon’r ideas such as lnTeresTing ]nTroducTions, Smooth Transitions from

porogroph to porogroph, C|ossy Condusions, and much more. [f you are Teoching fourth 9roders,

on|y a few bells and whistles will be needed. However, if you are Teoching middle or high schoo|,

you will have all the resources you need to he|p your students write sophis’ricoTed essays. Once

again, they will do this by odding these “bells and whistles” to a basic, easy to use ﬂve—porogroph

essay format.

THE NEXT LEVEL

Before discussing the next level, let me tell you about a common mistake used with essay
WriTing. |\/|ony teachers will write a ﬂve—porogroph essay, such as a persuosive orgumenT, with their
class. NexT, They will write a narrative with their class. NexT, ’rhey will write a prob|em—so|uTion,
cause and effect, or compore—ond—conTrosT essay with their class. At the end of the year, their
students have wonderfu|, finished essays to show porenTs, administrators and the district. What

|
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they DON'T have is a class full of students who know how to write the five—paragraph essay all on
their own.

[sn't our 9oo| to he|p stfudents achieve mastery of the ﬂve—porogroph essoy? If the
students are re|yin9 on the teacher to walk them Through the process, have they really mastered
it

So what is the next level? The next level is the ability of the students to take the basic
format of the five-paragraph essay and “tweak” it to fit any domain of writing. By “tweaking’, |
mean simp|y odding an extra step or two fo meet the requirements of the assignment. For
exomp|e, essays are not 9enero||y stories. However, by “’rweoking” the ouT|ining/prewriTing
procedure for the ﬂve—porogroph essay, they can chonge the body of the essay into the
beginning, middle, and end of their story. As you will see, this is a very easy Thing to do.

THE FORMAT OF THIS BOOK

| List of STeps — First you will receive a list a steps fo follow when Teoching the five—
porogroph essay. [his will serve as an overview as you gef comfortable Teoching this
process. Also, you can use this as a guide while actually Teoching the ﬂve—porogroph
essay.

2. Scmp|e Pocing Chart - From Day | to Day 20, what will your daily lessons look like?
Obviously it will vary from grode and ability level. However, it is nice to have a model
to use as a starfing point. Using this pacing chart you will find that speeding up or
s|owin9 down is easy. Simp|y take more time to comp|e’re each step or jump fo the next

step when you feel your students have understood each lesson.

3. Detailed Lesson Plan - NeXT, each s’rep will be e><p|oined in greoTer detail. You will see

picTures and receive a detailed exp|onoﬂon of each sTep.

4. Plan for Total Mastery - The goo| is to have every student master the ﬁve—porogroph
essay. [his lesson p|on will show you what to do with the students who have mastered the
skill, and how to find time to work in small groups for those who continue to need

suppor’r.

5. Bells and Whistles - Now you will learn to teach your students how to make more

exciﬂng inTroducﬂons, c|ossy conc|usions, smooth transitions, and more...

6. The Next Level - Show your students how to use the basic format of the five—
porogroph essay to create any domain of writing. Does your district give your students
a timed test on persuasive letters? Are your students required to take a state writing
test on prob|em—so|uﬂon? Not a prob|em. [n minutes your students will know exactly

what to do to create any genre of writing.
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THE FIVE PARAGRAPH ESSAY
. The STeps

Review “What is a Porogroph?” Moake sure the students understand that a porogroph
is about ONE MAIN IDEA.

Teach the Three—Porogroph Essay in 60 seconds. Start your watch! Reody...SeT..‘Go!

Prewriﬂng Practice for the Three—Porogroph Essay. Creoﬂng your Three Main Ideas
and |is’rin9 your supporting details for each.

[ntroduction Porogroph - Make a thesis statement and give your three main ideas.

Conclusion Porogroph - Summarize your thesis statement, review your three main ideos,
and say goodbye.

PuTTing it All TogeTher
Timed Promp’r \/\/ri’ring

Assess and Re—Teach as needed. Put the expert essay writers into “writer’s workshop”
activities while Working with those who need a little more he|p.

Bells and Whistles

| Teach ]nTeresTing Introductions

2.
3.

Teach Classy Conclusions

Teach Terrific Transitions

The Next Level - Tweaking the Essay to Fit All Domains and Genres

Narratives

2. Persuasive Essay

3. Problem-Solution Essay
4.
5

. Research ReporTs

Cause and Effect Essay
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THE FIVE PARAGRAPH ESSAY

lll. Detailed Lesson Plan for Each STep
Step | - Review the Paragraph ~ (Approx. | Week to 3 Months)

Make no mistake, the ability to write a strong paragraph is the very backbone of all
writing. [f your students cannot write a 9ood porogroph, frying fo write an essay will be futile.
On the other hond, it your students can produce a We||—orgonized porogroph, the battle is

nearly over. \/\/riﬂng a ﬂve—porogroph essay simp|y requires a few extra steps.

For a more detailed lesson p|on on porogroph WriTing, go to CreateBetterVWriters.com.
You can download the porogroph lesson p|on from the “Past Newsletters” section of this site.

Below you will see an obridged version of what you will find in How To Write a Porogroph.

There is one o||—imporTon’r, vi’ro|, key, pivo’ro| main idea that your students must
have on their minds at all times when Wriﬂng the porogroph (and consequenﬂy, the five-
porogroph essay. [hat one main idea is this:

A Paragraph is dbout ONE MAIN IDEAI

This point could not be stressed sTron9|y enough. Pound it into your students” minds every
chance you get. To not do this is to make yourJ'ob Teoching the ﬂve—porogroph essay
infinitely more difficult. Here are the steps for teaching the paragraph:

| Pretest: Let the students try to guess the five parts of a good paragraph.

Write numbers | - 5 on the board. Have the
students number | -5 on their papers. Let the A GOCD PARAGRAPH

|. One Main ldea

2. Topic Sentence
Make a game out of it. Offer five raffle tickets or 3 5-7 Sentences

students try to guess the five parts of the porogroph.

a small prize to the student who can name the # | H. C|Osing Sentence
5. Indent; Spelling and Punctuation

porT of a porogroph. (List is in order of imporTonce‘)

Offer four raffle tickets for the student who guesses the second item and so on. The class will
have fun, and it will get them ’rhinking about everyThing they've ever been Tough’r about writing.
This is a greo’r time of review, even if They don’t discover all five. For the classes that aren’t

coming close, I'll give as many hints as | can until they geft it.
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